IP1004    INTRODUCTION TO MEXICAN CULTURE 

(3-0-8 Requirement: English speaker or 550 score in TOEFL) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This is an introductory course directed to students that have any or little knowledge of Mexican Culture. The course represents an overview of the culture, from its roots to nowadays, presenting distinctive characteristics of the psychology of Mexicans. The course deals with topics like history, art, family, death, religion, music and cuisine. The methodology of the course is based on critical analysis, field trips, videos, and reading assignments. 

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION: English

SYLLABUS

GENERAL OBJECTIVE

To develop a global perspective of Mexican Culture, appraising its history and particular characteristics through thoughtful analysis.

COURSE CONTENT

Module 1   The nature of culture

· Definition of "culture"

· Components that make up a culture.

Module 2   Our Roots: Prehispanic Mexico
· Science
· Philosophy
· Religion 
· Art 
· Architecture
Module 3    Colonial Mexico

· The Cultural Shock of the Spanish conquest.

· The spiritual conquest: Clash of cultures.

Module 4    Mexico today

· Syncretism.

· Miscegenation.

· Pshycology of the Mexican.

· Mexicans and the rest of the world: intercultural communication.

SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Module 1   The nature of culture

· To understand the nature of "culture".

· To recognize the role of stereotypes in conforming a definition of culture.
· To respect different ways of thinking and behaving in a multicultural classroom environment.
Module 2   Our Roots: Prehispanic Mexico
· To understand the meaning and the etymology of the word “México", as well as the origin of the Mesoamerican civilization.

· To observe the similarities and differences among the Pre-Columbian cultures in Mesoamerica.

· To value ancient cultural diversity as a base of Mexican culture nowadays.

Module 3    Colonial Mexico

· To understand the main factors of the Spanish conquest over the Mesoamerican civilization.

· To represent Mexican culture from a historical setting.

· To respect philosophical and religious universal values in and outside the multicultural classroom environment.

Module 4    Mexico today

· To understand the distinctive characteristics of today’s Mexican personality in a diversity of contexts such as: family, politics, work and religion.

· To represent the cultural syncretism in today’s Mexico as an example of the consummation of the Spanish conquest.

· To construct a cultural profile of Mexico nowadays based on the autochthonic Mexican heritage.

· To experience the concept "intercultural communication" in order to appreciate the cultural diversity in and outside the classroom.

· To assume responsibility for an effective communication among a culturally diverse group.
